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Introduction 

Bicycles have been around as a means of transportation even longer than cars.  On 
Memorial Day in 1880, 130 high-wheelers founded the League of American Wheelman 
(LAW) in Newport, RI to advance bicycle riding. They lobbied for better roads, literally 
paving the roads for us today.  

“This organization is composed of men interested in bicycling in all its many branches, 
in the construction of good roads, and in the protection of the rights of all others who are 
riding wheels… In the many League meets you may take part in racing and so on, and 
most important of all, you become an influence for improving the roads of the United 
States in a way that would be totally beyond your power as an individual." --The 
Bicycling Department; Volume XVII, Number 871 of Harper's Round Table; 
Published Tuesday, July 7, 1896 

Bicycling plays an important role in today’s transportation system as well, and the 
Treasure Valley has a long history of bikeway planning.  In the 1970’s, a bikeway plan 
was developed for Boise which was the beginning of the Boise River Greenbelt and many 
on-street bike lanes.  Through the 1980’s local jurisdictions and the Boise River Trail 
Foundation worked together to expand the greenbelt along the river.  In the 1990’s, 
Federal, State, Local agencies and over 300 of the general public developed the Ridge-to-
Rivers Pathway Plan.  The adoption of that plan brought significant improvements to the 
bikeway system in Ada County.  In the 2000’s the local jurisdictions have all expanded 
the bicycle/pedestrian components of their comprehensive plans. 
 
In light of past efforts, this plan recognizes bicycling as an essential component of 
Treasure Valley’s transportation system. This plan envisions a completed greenbelt along 
the Boise River, spanning Ada and Canyon Counties combined with a comprehensive on-
street bikeway system that connects neighborhoods, schools, parks, transit centers, and 
places of employment. People of all ages and abilities ride bicycles, jog, walk, or use 
other non-motorized means for transportation or recreation. As an integral part of 
Destination 2030 Limited Update, this chapter describes the issues, projects, and policies 
necessary to advance the Treasure Valley’s non-motorized transportation system. 

Issues 
COMPASS and other cooperating agencies will continue building on the successes of 
past years and work toward expanding the boundaries of the bikeway. Efforts will 
continue in the following areas:  

• Extending the Boise River Greenbelt to Eagle Island and ultimately into Canyon 
County. 

• Continuing to incorporate bikeway planning into the development review and 
roadway design process. 

• Pursuing opportunities to include the Union Pacific Railroad corridor and canal 
rights-of-way in the system and connecting them to the on-street network. 
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This chapter is composed of two distinct but interconnected bikeway types:  
 

1. On-street Bikeways 

These facilities are designated on 
certain roadways and intended to 
support safe and efficient bicycle 
transportation. 

 
 

2. Multiple-Use Paths  

These off-street pathways, such as 
the Boise River Greenbelt, support 
both recreation and transportation 
opportunities and connect to the on-
street network.  

 
 

Projects 
This plan aims to be consistent with other bikeway planning efforts in the Treasure 
Valley. To this aim, this plan acknowledges and incorporates specific projects or policies 
identified in the following plans: 

Idaho Transportation Department; Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

Ada County Highway District; Five Year Work Program 

Ridge-to-Rivers Pathway Plan 

Comprehensive Plans from all local jurisdictions in Ada and Canyon Counties 
 

Map 
This plan includes a composite map that reflects the existing and proposed projects 
identified in the plans above. (See figure??)  Due to the changing nature of plans and 
projects, this map is not intended to mirror these plans nor is it intended to be written in 
stone.   It is for illustrative purposes to be used as a guide to further the policies stated 
below. 
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